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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (original) A reconfigurable data communications system comprising: 

a removable optical backplane connector having a first end and a second end; 

a first data communications card having an optical port adapted to receive said first end 
of said removable optical backplane connector; and 

a switch fabric card having a plurality of optical ports adapted to receive said second end 
of said removable optical backplane connector. 

2. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said first 
data communications card further comprises a plurality of input ports adapted to receive input 
signals, said first data communications card providing said input signals at said optical port. 

3. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said first 
data communications card is a service card. 

4. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 2 wherein said input 
signals are electrical signals. 

5. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 2 wherein said input 
signals are optical signals. 

6. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said 
removable optical backplane connector is an optical fiber. 

7. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein the 
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removable optical backplane connector further comprises a transmit optical fiber and a receive 
optical fiber. 

8. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said 
optical port of said first data communications card comprises at least one optical transceiver. 

9. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein and said 
plurality of said optical ports of said switch fabric card are optical transceivers. 

10. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said first 
data communications card is disposed within a first chassis and said switch fabric card is 
disposed within a second chassis. 

1 1 . (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said first 
data communications card and said switch fabric card are disposed within a single chassis. 

12. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 1 wherein said first 
data communications card comprises a removable optical transceiver card. 

13. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 12 wherein said 
first data communications card further comprises a line card in electrical communication with 
said removable optical transceiver card. 

14. (original) A reconfigurable data communications system comprising: 

a removable optical backplane connector having a first end and a second end; 

a removable optical transceiver card having a first optical port adapted to receive said 
first end of said removable optical backplane connector; 

a data communications card in electrical communication with said removable optical 
transceiver card; and 
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a switch fabric card having a plurality of optical ports adapted to receive said second end 
of said removable optical backplane connector. 



15. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 14 wherein said 
data communications card and said removable optical transceiver card are disposed within a first 
chassis and said switch fabric card is disposed within a second chassis. 

16. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 14 wherein said 
data communications card, said removable optical transceiver card, and said switch fabric card 
are disposed within a chassis. 

1 7. (original) A reconfigurable data communications system comprising: 

a plurality of removable optical backplane connectors, each of said plurality of said 
removable optical backplane connectors having a first end and a second end; 

a first data communications card having an optical port adapted to receive said first end 
of a first one of said plurality of said removable optical backplane connectors; 

a second data communications card having an optical port adapted to receive said first 
end of a second one of said plurality of removable optical backplane connectors; and 

a switch fabric card having a plurality of optical ports wherein a first one of said plurality 
of optical ports receives said second end of said first one of said plurality of said removable 
optical backplane connectors, and a second one of said plurality of optical ports receives said 
second end of said second one of said plurality of said removable optical backplane connectors. 

18. (original) A reconfigurable data communications system comprising: 

a plurality of removable optical backplane connectors, each of said plurality of said 
removable optical backplane connectors having a first end and a second end; 

a first data communications card comprising a line card and a removable optical 
transceiver card, said line card in electrical communication with said removable optical 
transceiver card, said removable optical transceiver card having an optical port adapted to 
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receive said first end of a first one of said plurality of said removable optical backplane 
connectors; 



a second data communications card comprising a line card and a removable optical 
transceiver card, said line card in electrical communication with said removable optical 
transceiver card, said removable optical transceiver card having an optical port adapted to 
receive said first end of a second one of said plurality of removable optical backplane 
connectors; and 

a switch fabric card having a plurality of optical ports wherein a first one of said plurality 
of optical ports receives said second end of said first one of said plurality of said removable 
optical backplane connectors, and a second one of said plurality of optical ports receives said 
second end of said second one of said plurality of said removable optical backplane connectors. 

19. (original) The reconfigurable data communications system of claim 18 wherein said 
first data communications card, said second data communications card and said switch fabric 
card are disposed within a chassis. 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (cancelled) 
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